

XV Jon. I: Pontifex Maximus (25 January 2015)

When the then Papacy of the Proto-Cults was founded in 2004, its purpose was initially to function as a spiritual advisor to a secular monarch, but after several years it became no more than a ceremonial title bestowed on foreign leaders. After Pope Ezekiel I took the Papacy away from the control of the Wilcslandian throne, an attempt was made to orientate it as an independent institution towards the protection of those religious communities found within micronations; however, the past one and a half years have shown this function to be decidedly lacking in opportunities to be exercised.

It is with this in mind, therefore, that Our Imperial Majesty has decided along with Pope Alexander IV to restore the Papacy to a purpose approximating that which it originally held. From henceforth, the role of the Pope is to produce works of theology and philosophy, to record oral traditions which may otherwise be lost, to write commentaries on and guides to sacred texts and works of philosophy, and to assess in accordance with their own views different ideas and traditions.

The Divine Church of the Parva-Religions is hereby abolished; the office Pope of the Parva-Religions shall henceforth be known as the Pontifex Maximus, but the holder of said office shall retain the title of Pope. The College of Cardinals is renamed to the Collegium Pontificum or College of Pontiffs; pontiffs serve at the pleasure of the Pontifex Maximus, as advisors and prospective successors; they are expected to contribute to the work of the Pope and assist them if required.

The Pope is appointed by the Monarch from the College of Cardinals, and serves until death, resignation, or dismissal. The College of Cardinals plays no part in the selection of a new Pope, but may vote to dismiss an incumbent with the consent of the Monarch; the Pope cannot be dismissed any other way.

Any work produced by the Pope does not ipso facto reflect or define the views of the Austenasian government. The written works of the Pope reflect only his or her own views, but are made available to the public through the office of the Papacy.

Proclaimed at Roehampton this twenty fifth day of January during the third year of our reign, in the year of the consulship of Carolina Principissa Coronae and Imogena Eastonii Thanasiae Domina.

